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The Supreme Court of the United States is the highest court in the land and
has the final say on the interpretation of the Constitution. As such, its
decisions have a profound impact on American society. But what values
guide the Court's decisions? How do the justices decide which cases to
hear and how to rule on them?

In his book, Values in the Supreme Court, legal scholar John Q. Public

provides a comprehensive examination of the values that have shaped the
decisions of the Supreme Court. Public argues that the Court's decisions
are not simply based on legal principles, but also on the justices' personal
values and beliefs.

The Legal Principles that Guide the Supreme Court's Decisions
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The Supreme Court is bound by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States. However, there is often room for interpretation in the law, and the
justices' personal values can influence how they interpret the law.

Some of the legal principles that guide the Supreme Court's decisions
include:

= The rule of law: The Supreme Court is bound by the rule of law, which
means that it must follow the Constitution and the laws of the United
States.

= Judicial precedent: The Supreme Court often relies on judicial
precedent, or the decisions of previous courts, to inform its own
decisions.

= The separation of powers: The Supreme Court's role is to interpret
the law, not to make policy. The Court must respect the separation of
powers between the branches of government.
The Personal Values that Influence the Supreme Court's Justices

In addition to legal principles, the Supreme Court's decisions are also
influenced by the personal values of the justices. These values can include
the justices' political beliefs, their religious beliefs, and their personal
experiences.

Some of the personal values that have been identified as influencing the
Supreme Court's justices include:

= Judicial activism: Some justices believe that the Court should play an
active role in shaping society, while others believe that the Court
should be more restrained.



= Originalism: Some justices believe that the Constitution should be
interpreted according to its original meaning, while others believe that
the Constitution should be interpreted in light of modern values.

= Textualism: Some justices believe that the Court should focus on the
plain text of the Constitution and the laws of the United States, while

others believe that the Court should consider the intent of the Framers.
How the Supreme Court's Values Shape lts Decisions

The Supreme Court's values have a significant impact on its decisions. For
example, the Court's decision in Roe v. Wade, which legalized abortion,
was based in part on the justices' personal values about the right to privacy.
The Court's decision in Brown v. Board of Education, which desegregated
public schools, was based in part on the justices' personal values about
racial equality.

The Supreme Court's values are not always consistent, and they can
change over time. For example, the Court's view of the death penalty has
changed significantly over the years. In the early 20th century, the Court
upheld the death penalty in most cases. However, in recent years, the
Court has become increasingly skeptical of the death penalty, and it has
struck down several death penalty laws.

The Supreme Court is a complex institution, and its decisions are
influenced by a variety of factors, including legal principles, historical
precedents, and ethical considerations. However, the Court's values also
play a significant role in shaping its decisions. By understanding the values
that guide the Court's decisions, we can better understand the Court itself
and the impact of its decisions on American society.
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