
Puritans in England and America: Uncovering
the Seventeenth Century
The seventeenth century witnessed the rise and influence of the Puritans, a
religious movement that played a pivotal role in shaping the history of both
England and America. This comprehensive guide delves into the beliefs,
impact, and legacy of the Puritans, offering a captivating exploration of their
profound influence on the political, social, and religious landscape of the
time.
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Origins of Puritanism

Puritanism emerged within the Church of England during the reign of
Elizabeth I. Influenced by the Protestant Reformation, Puritans sought to
purify the church from what they perceived as remnants of Catholicism.
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They advocated for simpler forms of worship, stricter moral standards, and
a greater emphasis on personal piety.

Puritan Beliefs

Central to Puritan theology was the doctrine of predestination, which held
that God had predetermined who would be saved and who would be
damned. This belief influenced their emphasis on personal holiness and a
rigorous application of moral law.

Puritans also believed in the authority of Scripture and the importance of
preaching and education. They established schools and colleges, such as
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Harvard University in Massachusetts, to promote literacy and train future
leaders.

Puritan Impact in England

In England, Puritanism became a significant force during the English Civil
War. Puritans allied with Parliament against the Royalists, led by King
Charles I. After the war, Puritans established a Commonwealth under
Oliver Cromwell, but their rule was short-lived.

The Restoration of the monarchy in 1660 brought about a period of
persecution for Puritans, who were excluded from holding government and
religious offices.



Puritan Impact in America

Faced with persecution in England, many Puritans chose to leave for the
New World. Between 1620 and 1640, around 20,000 Puritans migrated to
America, establishing colonies in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and
elsewhere.
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In America, Puritans played a central role in founding and shaping the early
colonies. They established self-governing communities based on their
religious principles. The Puritan colonies became known for their strict
social Free Download, emphasis on education, and thriving religious life.

Salem Witch Trials

One of the most infamous episodes in Puritan history was the Salem witch
trials of 1692. In Salem, Massachusetts, over 200 people were accused of
witchcraft, and 20 were executed. The trials were fueled by religious fervor
and fear of the unknown.
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The Salem witch trials remain a chilling reminder of the dangers of mass
hysteria and the importance of due process.

Puritan Legacy

The Puritan movement left an enduring legacy on both England and
America. Their emphasis on individual piety, education, and self-
governance shaped the values and institutions of future generations.

Puritanism also contributed to the development of American democracy
and religious freedom. The Puritan colonies provided a refuge for those
seeking to escape religious persecution, and their ideas about limited
government and individual rights influenced the founding of the United
States.
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Puritans in England and America played a pivotal role in the political, social,
and religious history of the seventeenth century. Their beliefs and actions
shaped the development of both countries, leaving a lasting legacy that
continues to influence the modern world.
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Visual Diagnosis and Care of the Patient with
Special Needs
A Comprehensive Guide for Healthcare Professionals This
comprehensive guide provides healthcare professionals with a wealth of
information on the visual diagnosis and care...
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Practical Guide Towards Managing Your
Emotions And Raising Joyful Resilient Kids
In today's rapidly changing and often overwhelming world, our children
face unprecedented challenges that can impact their emotional well-
being...
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