Powers and Capacities in Philosophy: The
New Aristotelianism

In the realm of philosophy, the concept of powers and capacities has long
captivated the minds of great thinkers. From Aristotle's seminal ideas to the
contemporary resurgence of Aristotelianism, the exploration of these
fundamental aspects of being has yielded profound insights into the nature
of reality and human agency. In the groundbreaking work "Powers and
Capacities in Philosophy: The New Aristotelianism," renowned scholars
engage in a comprehensive examination of this multifaceted topic,
providing a fresh perspective on one of the most enduring philosophical
inquiries.

Powers and Capacities in Philosophy: The New

PHILOSOPHY

Aristotelianism

5out of 5

Language : English
File size : 4561 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 361 pages

«‘2‘&

DOWNLOAD E-BOOK Pua

Aristotle's Legacy: The Foundation of Powers and Capacities

Aristotle, the father of Western philosophy, laid the cornerstone for the
study of powers and capacities. In his seminal work "Metaphysics," he
posited that every entity possesses an intrinsic power or potentiality, which
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enables it to actualize its inherent potential. This power is not merely a
passive attribute but an active force that drives change and transformation.
Aristotle's notion of power extended beyond the physical realm,
encompassing the intellectual and moral capacities of human beings.

The New Aristotelianism: A Revival of Aristotelian Concepts
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In recent decades, there has been a resurgence of interest in Aristotelian
philosophy, particularly in the area of powers and capacities. The New
Aristotelianism, as it is known, seeks to revitalize Aristotle's ideas and apply
them to contemporary philosophical debates. Proponents of this approach
argue that Aristotle's emphasis on powers and capacities provides a robust
framework for understanding the dynamic nature of reality and the
complexities of human action.

Exploring the Essence of Powers and Capacities

The essays in "Powers and Capacities in Philosophy" delve deeply into the
essence of powers and capacities, examining their metaphysical,
ontological, and action-theoretic dimensions. The contributors explore the
following key themes:

= Metaphysical Foundations: The nature of powers and capacities as
fundamental aspects of reality, their relationship to substance and
causality, and their role in explaining change and becoming.

= Ontological Implications: The implications of powers and capacities
for understanding the nature of entities, the individuation of objects,
and the constitution of wholes.

= Action Theory and Agency: The role of powers and capacities in
explaining human agency, the intentional structure of action, and the
nature of moral responsibility.

The Significance of 'Powers and Capacities in Philosophy'

"Powers and Capacities in Philosophy: The New Aristotelianism" is a
significant contribution to contemporary philosophical discourse for several
reasons:



= Re-examining Aristotle's Legacy: The book offers a comprehensive
re-examination of Aristotle's ideas on powers and capacities, providing
a fresh interpretation of his influential teachings.

= Expanding the Scope of Aristotelianism: It extends the scope of
Aristotelianism beyond its traditional boundaries, demonstrating its
relevance to a wide range of philosophical inquiries.

= Bridging Philosophical Divisions: The essays in the book engage
with diverse philosophical perspectives, fostering dialogue and
bridging divides between different schools of thought.

= Providing a Robust Theoretical Framework: The book presents a
robust theoretical framework for understanding the nature of reality,
human agency, and the dynamics of change.

: Unlocking the Potential of Being

"Powers and Capacities in Philosophy: The New Aristotelianism" is an
indispensable resource for philosophers, scholars, and anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of the nature of being and the complexities of human
existence. By exploring the fundamental concepts of powers and
capacities, this work unlocks new avenues for philosophical inquiry and
provides a valuable lens through which to view the world around us.
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