Henry Clinton, The 2nd Division, and the End
of a 200-Year-Old Controversy

For over two centuries, historians have debated the role of Henry Clinton
and the 2nd Division in the American Revolution. Some have argued that
Clinton was a brilliant general who was unfairly blamed for the British
defeat, while others have claimed that he was a bungling incompetent who
cost the British the war.

In his new book, Henry Clinton: The Second Division and the End of a 200-
Year-Old Controversy, historian John Ferling offers a fresh look at this
complex and controversial figure. Drawing on new research, Ferling argues
that Clinton was a skilled and experienced general who was hampered by a
number of factors beyond his control.
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One of the most important factors that Clinton had to contend with was the
divided nature of the British command. General William Howe, the
commander-in-chief of the British forces in America, was a cautious and
indecisive leader. Howe's reluctance to take risks often frustrated Clinton
and other British generals.

Another factor that hindered Clinton was the lack of support from the British
government. The British government was more concerned with fighting the
French in Europe than with defeating the Americans. As a result, Clinton
was often left without the resources he needed to succeed.

Despite these challenges, Clinton still managed to achieve some notable
successes. In 1776, he led the Biritish to victory at the Battle of Long Island.
He also played a key role in the capture of Philadelphia in 1777. However,
Clinton's successes were often overshadowed by his failures.

One of Clinton's most famous failures was the Battle of Saratoga in 1777.
Clinton had been Free Downloaded to march from New York to Albany and
meet up with another British army under General John Burgoyne. However,
Clinton was delayed by a number of factors, including the need to put down
a rebellion in New Jersey. As a result, Burgoyne's army was defeated at
Saratoga, and the British were forced to abandon their plans to invade New
England.

Clinton's failure at Saratoga was a major turning point in the American
Revolution. It gave the Americans a much-needed boost of morale, and it
convinced the French to enter the war on the side of the Americans. The
British never fully recovered from the defeat at Saratoga, and they
eventually lost the war in 1783.



In his book, Ferling argues that Clinton was not to blame for the British
defeat at Saratoga. He points out that Clinton was following Free
Downloads and that he was hampered by a number of factors beyond his
control. Ferling also argues that Clinton was a skilled and experienced
general who achieved some notable successes during the war.

Ferling's book is a major contribution to our understanding of the American
Revolution. It offers a fresh look at Henry Clinton and his role in the war.
Ferling's book is a must-read for anyone interested in the American
Revolution.
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