Badiou's Poem and Subject: A Poetics of
Fidelity

In his writings on the subject of love, Alain Badiou argues that poetry is a
unique form of discourse that can create new ways of being faithful to our
commitments and to the world around us. This is because poetry, unlike
other forms of discourse, is not bound by the constraints of logic or reason.
It is free to explore the irrational, the ambiguous, and the uncertain, and it is
this freedom that allows it to create new ways of thinking about and
experiencing the world.
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For Badiou, fidelity is not simply a matter of keeping promises or fulfilling
obligations. It is a more radical and demanding concept, involving a
commitment to the unknown and the unpredictable. It is a commitment to
the future, and to the possibility of creating a new world. Poetry, argues
Badiou, is a powerful tool for cultivating this kind of fidelity.

In his poem "Fidelity," Badiou writes:
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Fidelity is not a promise It is a wound that never heals A wound that o

This poem suggests that fidelity is not something that can be achieved
once and for all. It is an ongoing process, a constant struggle to remain
faithful to our commitments in the face of adversity and uncertainty.
However, it is a struggle that is worth undertaking, for it is through fidelity
that we create new ways of being in the world and open ourselves up to the
possibility of a better future.

Badiou's work on the subject of love and fidelity has been influential in a
number of disciplines, including philosophy, literature, and cultural studies.
His work has been praised for its originality and its insights into the human
condition. However, it has also been criticized for its complexity and its lack
of clarity. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that Badiou's work is a major
contribution to our understanding of love, fidelity, and the human
experience.

Close Readings of Badiou's Poems

In this section, we will provide close readings of several of Badiou's poems
which explore themes of love, fidelity, and betrayal. These poems are taken
from his collection "Fidelity," which was published in 1995.

"Fidelity"

Fidelity is not a promise It is a wound that never heals A wound that of

This poem explores the nature of fidelity and its relationship to the future.
Badiou argues that fidelity is not a static concept, but rather a dynamic



process that is constantly being renewed and re-created. It is a wound that
never heals, because it is a wound that opens us to the future and to the
possibility of a new world.

"Love"

Love is not a feeling It is a decision A decision to be faithful To the

This poem explores the nature of love and its relationship to fidelity. Badiou
argues that love is not a feeling, but rather a decision. It is a decision to be
faithful to the other person and to the world. This decision is not always
easy, but it is a decision that is worth making.

"Betrayal"

Betrayal is not a failure It is an opportunity An opportunity to learn

This poem explores the nature of betrayal and its relationship to learning
and growth. Badiou argues that betrayal is not a failure, but rather an
opportunity to learn and grow. It is an opportunity to become stronger and
to develop a deeper understanding of ourselves and the world around us.

These are just a few of the many poems in Badiou's collection "Fidelity."
These poems offer a unique and thought-provoking exploration of love,
fidelity, and betrayal. They are essential reading for anyone interested in
these topics.

Badiou's work on the subject of love and fidelity is a major contribution to
our understanding of the human condition. His work is original, insightful,



and provocative. It is a work that challenges our assumptions about love
and fidelity and opens us up to new ways of thinking about and
experiencing the world.

If you are interested in learning more about Badiou's work, | encourage you
to read his book "Fidelity" (2001). You can also find many of his essays
online. I hope this article has inspired you to explore Badiou's work and to
develop your own understanding of love, fidelity, and betrayal.
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